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W A S H I N O T O N ,  O . C .  a o s a e  
DECISION O P  T H 8  UNIT8P mTAl '8S'  

DiOESr. - .  
A t r a n s f e r r e d  employee sold a mobile 

seeks r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  and 
legal  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  i n c i d e n t  t o  t h e  
sale, Under FTR, para. 2-6.2b and  2-6.2c, 
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  of these e x p e n s e s  are 
a u t h o r i z e d .  S u b j e c t  t o  r e c o m p u t a t i o n ,  
t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  a d v e r t i s i n g  e x p e n s e s  are  
allowed. However, n o t  a l l  t h e  l e g a l  and 
re la ted e x p e n s e s  c h a r g e d  employee  may be 
allowed, s i n c e  some were i n c u r r e d  a f t e r  
t h e  date  of c l o s i n g  for  t h e  sale .  I n  
a b s e n c e  o f  a showing  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
l e g a l  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e  
n e c e s s a r i l y  related to  t h e  sale, .  o n l y  
those e x p e n s e s  wh ich  were i n c u r r e d  by t h e  
employee t h r o u g h  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  da t e  o f  
t h e  c l o s i n g  may be allowed. 

home which  h e  had b e e n  u s i n g  as  a resi- .i 

d e n c e  a t  h i s  o l d  p e r m a n e n t  s t a t i o n  and  1 

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  is i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a r e q u e s t  f rom t h e  
F i n a n c e  O f f i c e r ,  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n a l  
O f f i c e ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e n t i t l e m e n t  o f  i ts employee ,  
Mr. David J .  Price, t o  be reimbursed f o r  e x p e n s e s  r e s u l t i n g  
from t h e  s a l e  o f  h i s  mobile home i n c i d e n t  t o  a pe rmanen t  
c h a n g e - o f - s t a t i o n  t r a n s f e r  i n  February 1982. S u b j e c t  to  
l i m i t a t i o n s  as t o  t h e  amount ,  t h e  employee  may be reim- 
b u r s e d  .- 

Mr. David J. Price, a n  employee  of t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  
S e r v i c e ,  accepted a p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e - o f - s t a t i o n  t r a n s f e r  
which  r e q u i r e d  h i m  to  move f rom Gunnison ,  Colorado, t o  t h e  
Everglades N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  Homestead, F l o r i d a ,  i n  F e b r u a r y  
1982. I t  appears t h a t  i n  May 1980,  w e l l  before t h e  t r a n s -  
f e r ,  he p u r c h a s e d  a mobile home i n  Gunn i son  and  used it as 
h i s  r e s i d e n c e .  Upon r e c e i v i n g  n o t i c e  o f  h i s  t r a n s f e r ,  h e  
began  a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e  mobile home for sa le  and  f i n a l l y  
s u c c e e d e d  i n  s e l l i n g  i t  i n  J u n e  1983. H e  h a s  p r e s e n t e d  a 
claim i n  t h e  amount o f  $511 .35 ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  a d v e r t i s i n g  
costs o f  $140 .80 ,  and  l e g a l  and  related costs of $370.55, 
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S t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  t h e  e x p e n s e s  
of residence related t r a n s a c t i o n s  of t r a n s f e r r e d  empbyees- 
is fuum3. xrr 5 [JSLC,.  S 5 7 2 k  (1982)., K ~ p t J . a k k ~ n ~ .  implement-. 
i n g  those  provis ionware found .fn paragraph 3-6-2. of t h e *  
Federal TraueL. Regulations,- .FPMR 101-7 (SeptemDer t9at-) 
(E 'TR) .  S u b p a r a g r a p h  2-6.2b a u t h o r i z e s  r e imbursemen t  of the. 
costs of newspape r ,  b u l l e t i n  b o a r d  and o t h e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  
s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  sa le  o f  a r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e  o l d  s ta t ion .  
S u b p a r a g r a p h  2 - 6 . 2 ~  a u t h o r i z e s  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  l e g a l  itnd 
related e x p e n s e s  w i t h  respect t o  t h e  sa le  o f  a r e s i d e n c e  
w h i c h  are  c u s t o m a r i l y  p a i d  by  t h e  s e l l e r  o f  a r e s i d e n c e  a t  
t h e  o l d  o f f i c i a l  s t a t i o n .  

W i t h  regard to  t h e  cost o f  a d v e r t i s i n g  i n c u r r e d  by 
N r .  Pr ice ,  t h a t  cost may be a l l o w e d .  However, it appears 
t h a t  based o n  t h e  copies o f  t h e  receipts e n c l o s e d  w i t h  t h e  
s u b m i s s i o n ,  t h e  t o t a l  cost  s h o u l d  b e  $120.80, n o t  $140.80 
a s  c l a i m e d ,  s i n c e  t w o  sets o f  t h e  r e c e i p t s  appear to  be 
d u p l i c a t e s .  

A s  t o  t h e  l e g a l  and  re la ted  e x p e n s e  items, it 
a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h a t  was a l so  i n c o r r e c t l y  t o t a l e d .  Based 
o n  t h e  receipts  e n c l o s e d ,  t h e  t o t a l  charges  f o r  l e g a l  and  
r e l a t e d  items were $295.55.  A c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  
s t a t e m e n t  p r e p a r e d  a t  t h e  time o f  t h e  a c t u a l  c l o s i n g ,  t h e  
b u y e r  was c h a r g e d  $20 a s  h e r  share o f  t h e  l e g a l  e x p e n s e s  
t h a t  d a y  and $ 3  f o r  a r e c o r d i n g  f e e .  T h u s ,  it appears 
t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  l e g a l  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  by M r .  Pr ice  were 
$272.55. 

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  a b o v e ,  i t  is  n o t e d  t h a t  these 
e x p e n s e s  were charged t o  Mr. P r i c e  o n  a periodic b a s i s .  
T h e  f i r s t  p a r t  ($75), was b i l l e d  o n  March 31, 1982,  and 
t h e  l a s t  p a r t  ( $ 4 8 ) ,  o n  J a n u a r y  5 ,  1984. The s i g n i f i c a n c e  
o f  t h i s  is  t h a t  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  t h e  s a l e  of t h e  m o b i l e  
home w a s  J u n e  26 ,  1983,  a n d  $89.55 was c h a r g e d  to N r .  P r i c e  
a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e .  Thus ,  t h e  l e g a l  and  r e l a t e d  e x p e n s e s  
a p p a r e n t l y  i n c u r r e d  by M r .  Pr ice  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a t e  o f  c l o s i n g  
t o t a l e d  $183. 

A c l o s i n g ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  i n v o l v e s  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  and 
d e l i v e r y  by t h e  se l le r  t o  t h e  b u y e r  o f  a l l  documents  t r a n s -  
f e r r i n g  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  and  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  
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purchase price by t h e  b u y e r  to  t h e  se l ler ,  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  
form. af. money ax promissory n o t e ,  t h e r e b y  conc lud in+-a l  

-: 

- -  n o t h i n g  i n  the recora to show that- the-  sale of. tbe ma 
home w a s .  no t . c&uded  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Therefore, -5mt 
a b s e n c e  of i n f o r m a t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t f b n a f  
l e g a l  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  a f t e r  t h e  d a t e  of c l o s i n g  a n d  : ' '  

cha rged  t o  M r .  Price n e c e s s a r i l y  re la ted to  t h a t  c l o s i n g ,  
or t h a t . t h e  c l o s i n g  was n o t  conc luded  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  reimt' 
b u r s e m e n t o f  those e x p e n s e s  may n o t  be allowed. 

as-&, t h e  trwsact&~ bedxeew ,: ttTe:, par.ei-~ 

I n  summary, Mr. Price may be r e i m b u r s e d  a t o t a l - o f  
$303,8+l ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  $120 .80  for h i s  a d v e r t i s i n g  costs and 
$183  for  l e g a l  and re la ted  e x p e n s e s  i n c i d e n t  to  t h e  sa le  o f  
h i s  mobile home. 

1 of t h e  U n i t e d  States  
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